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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 
 

Late Friday night, April 9, 2021, the New York State Department of Health updated the school 
reopening guidance on their website, endorsing the CDC’s physical distancing minimum of at least 

three feet with a face mask for classroom instruction when six feet is not possible.  Thanks to our 

entire Remsen community, RCS already had a plan in place for 100% in-person instruction and 
many of the other key points listed in the updated guidance document reaffirm everything that 

Remsen Central School has already been doing since the beginning of the school year.   

 
The new guidance from the NYSDOH simply allows us to continue with our plan without the 

requirement of face shields/barriers in high school classrooms when six feet of physical distance is 

not possible.  Please note, since this update information is very new, it is likely that there will be 

changes and adjustments that we will need to share with you as we continue to move forward. 
 

Our Remsen Reopening Plan has been updated on our webpage to reflect this most recent 

guidance.  All updates in our plan have been highlighted in yellow.  Please look over the updates 
and share your thoughts, concerns, or ideas at any time by emailing me at tjenny@remsencsd.org 

or by calling 315-205-4300 ext. 4224.  Continuous community engagement and feedback is 

encouraged and appreciated! 

 
Remsen will continue to follow all safety protocols and procedures.  Six feet of physical distance 

will continue to be the goal for all classrooms.  The new guidance allows Remsen to make the 

following adjustments to the school day: 
 

1) Remsen high school students will not be required to wear a face shield with their face mask 

when in a classroom where six feet of physical distancing is not possible as long as a 
minimum of three feet of distance is maintained and masks are worn properly.  Please note 

that Remsen already had a plan in operation for classrooms where students were not able 

to maintain a physical distance of six feet using face shields.  This guidance does not 

change our physical distancing plans; it simply removes the requirement of a face shield 
for high school students. 

2) Music students may now sing and play instruments as long as a minimum of six feet of 

physical distance is maintained. 
3) Physical education students may engage in activities provided that a minimum of six feet 

of physical distance is maintained and masks are worn properly. 

 

If our area experiences a spike in COVID cases and we are deemed a county with a “high risk of 
transmission” as designated by the CDC, high school students will be required to return to a hybrid 

schedule for learning per the NYSDOH guidance, as cohorting cannot be maintained. 

 
There was no new information offered from the NYSDOH regarding school bus transportation.  As 

such, we will continue to follow the bus strategies released from the OCHD.  If two students are 

required to share a seat on the school bus, they must wear a face shield in addition to their mask.  
Thank you to all parents and guardians that are able to transport students to and from school.  This 

limits the number of students required to wear face shields and allows most of our bus students to 

sit alone in a seat. 
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In order for us to successfully stay open for in-person instruction when we return from Spring 

Break, please remember the following: 

 
1) If any member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, all children in your household 

are required to quarantine and should not return to school until the quarantine period is over.  

Please be sure to let the school nurse know if someone in your household tests positive so that we 
may work through the Oneida County Health Department quarantine dates and procedures with 

you, for your child. 

 
2) If your child is exhibiting any symptoms, please keep them home, call your health care provider, 

and call the school nurse. 

 

3) The NYSDOH has stated that individuals traveling domestically are no longer required to 
quarantine upon return to New York State starting April 1st.  If you chose to travel over the break, 

please monitor yourself and your children.  If anyone in your family starts to exhibit symptoms, 

please err on the side of caution, contact the school nurse, and keep everyone home.  
 

Strength, perseverance, and kindness will see us through.  We are here for you to answer questions 
and help in any way we can.  Thank you for continuing to screen your child each morning, for 

encouraging safe and effective hygiene practices, and for your continued support.  We couldn’t do 

it without you.  
 

We will continue to keep you updated with important information.  Our Remsen community is 

strong.  Together, we can get through anything. 
 

Those made ill by the Coronavirus are in our thoughts and we wish them a speedy recovery. 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Spring Break.  We can’t wait to see you all on Monday. 
 

Have a great weekend! 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Timothy Jenny 
Superintendent 
 

 


